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Module Aims: 
 
This module aims to provide the student with insight into the principles of a range of research 
methods while encouraging critical thinking and stimulating the development of research-
based practice.  



 
Intended Learning Outcomes: 

 
At the end of this module, students will be able to: 
 
Knowledge and Understanding: 
 

1. Apply a critical approach to the study of practice issues  
2. Critically evaluate a range of methodological approaches applicable to research in 

their field of practice  
3. Debate the ethics of research practice  
4. Critically examine and apply appropriate methods of critiquing research  

 
 
NMC (2001) Standards for Common Core:- 
 
12.14 
 
NMC (2001) Standards for Specialist Practice appertaining to this module:- 
  
13.24,13.27.  
 
Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes: 
 

 Exercise initiative and personal responsibility; 

 Demonstrate independent learning ability; 

 Demonstrate competency in word processing and the presentation of data; 

 Demonstrate competence in the use of libraries, databases and the internet to 
identify and subsequently use scholarly reviews and primary sources such as 
refereed research and original material relevant to the subject being studied. 

 
 



 
Assessment:  
 
The student will be asked to select an issue of practice that he/she feels needs investigating. 
He/she will be expected to identify and then critique 3 pieces of literature pertaining to the 
issue. Following this, the student will be asked to select a research approach and critically 
examine how this could be used to investigate the selected topic.  For example, the student 
may identify the area of the nursing management of wound healing as being an area of 
practice which needs to be examined.  Having identified and critically examined literature 
relating to the subject, the student will identify a research methodology appropriate to the 
investigation of the topic. 
 
 
Please note:  
 
All elements of assessment must be attempted and passed (NMC 2001), there is no 
compensation between elements or modules. 
 
Any work submitted which indicates unsafe practice by the student, or which breaches 
anonymity and/or confidentiality, will be deemed a refer. 
 
Students who have been unsuccessful are allowed one further attempt only in each element 
of assessment in order to redeem failure. 
 
 
Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Duration (if 
exam) 

Word count 
(or equivalent if 

appropriate) 

1 
 

1-4 Essay 100%  3,000 
words 

2 NMC 
Standards 
13.24/13.27 

Portfolio Pass/refer   
 
 

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

A variety of teaching and learning approaches will be used - a series of lead lectures with 
student presentations and small group tutorials and problem based learning. Class-based 
learning will be supported by Moodle and directed learning using library resources will be 
promoted. 

 
 

Syllabus outline: 

Theoretical frameworks: Quantitative and qualitative approaches, the naturalistic V positivist 
debate. Research designs: Focus groups, questionnaires, interviews, observation, action 
research. Methodology: Validity, reliability, ethics, sampling, statistics, analysis, writing for 
publication. 
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